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1. (Twice Amended) A keyboard for use iryf>erforming typing tasks comprising: 
a base having an upper side; and 
a plurality of keys arranged in an arra£, including multiple rows with one of the multiple 
rows being a home row, on Lhe upper side at said base, said keys including letter keys, a tab key, 
a backspace key, at least three shift keys and at least one function key, each of said letter keys 
corresponding to a respective letter of an alphabet of a language, wherein said at least three shift 
keys are located in a lower central pomion of said array, grouped directly adjacent one another, 
and arranged in at least two of the multiple rows, said at least three shift keys being adapted to be 
engaged by thumbs of a user, wherein one of said rows includes selected ones of said letter keys 
arranged to spell out at least threj/, consecutively arranged multi-letter words when read from left 
to right and wherein both the tab and backspace keys are centrally located within the letter keys 
and located in a row above thje home row. 

(Twice Amended) A keyboard for use in performing typing tasks comprising: 
i base having an upper side; and 

a plurality of keys arranged in an array, including multiple rows, on the upper side of said 
base, said keys it^uding letter keys, a tab key, a backspace key, at least one shift key and at least 
one function key, eacn^said letter keys corresponding to a respective letter of an alphabet of a 
language, wherein one of saittvrows includes selected ones of said letter keys arranged to spelJ 
out at least three, consecutively arranged multi-letter words when read from left to right. 


3, The keyboard according to claim 2, wherein the language is English and the selected ones 
'of said keys are selected from the group consisting of "R" t "E", "A", 4 T>" "O" **N", "T", "H", 
*T* and "S*'. 


4. Canceled. 
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5. (Once Amended) The keyboard according to claim 2, wherein the language is English 
and the threVwords comprise "READ", "ON" and "THIS". 



~y 6. The keyboard according to claim 5, wherein the one of said rows constitutes a home row 
in which fingers of a typist are adapted to be placed in an at rest condition. 


10 



7. \ (Twice Amended) A keyboard for use in performing typing tasks comprising: 
l base having an upper side; and 

a plurality of keys arranged in an array, including multiple rows with one of the multiple 
rows being a hbme row, on the upper side of said base, said keys including letter keys, a tab key, 
a backspace key, aKteast one shift key and at least one function key, each of said letter keys 
corresponding to a rcsp<xtive letter of an alphabet of a language, wherein both the tab and 
backspace keys are centranyjocated within the letter keys and located in a row above the home 
row. 

8. The keyboard according to claim 7, wherein the tab key and the backspace key arc 
located in the same row. 

9. The keyboard according to claim 8, wherein the tab key is located to the left of the 
backspace key. 

10. The keyboard according to claim 9, wherein the tab key is located directly adjacent the 
backspace key. 

1.1. /Canceled. 
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(Once Amended) Thclceyl 


$ I' 

p ) )(lkackspacc key arc located in a third row down from 


grding to claim 7, wherein the tab key and the 
of said base. 


9- 


13. 


C/' 


(Twice Amended) A keyboard for use in perfonni^typing tasks comprising: 
a base having an upper side; and 
aplurality of keys arranged in an array^ificluditig multiple tows, on the upper side of said 
base, said keys including letter keys, a^art>Kcy, a backspace key, at least three shift keys and at 
least one function key, each of^arai letter keys corresponding to a respective letter of an alphabet 
of a language, wherein s^kTat least three shift keys are located in a lower central portion of said 
array, grouped directly adjacent one another, and arranged in at least two of the multiple rows, 
said at least three shift keys being adapted to be engaged by thumbs of a user. 


14. 


anceled. 


1 5k (Once Amended) The keyboard according to claim 13, wherein the plurality of shift keys 
includS&vfour adjacent shift keys. 



16. (Once Am£h<ted) The keyboard according to claim 1 3 3 wherein said plurality of shift 
keys are arranged in onl^jyo different rows on the keyboard. 


17, (Once Amended) ThekeytJi 
separate shift keys are color coded. 


according to claim 13, wherein said at least three 


1 8. (Once Amended) The keyboard according t^laim 1 3, wherein two of said at least three 
separate shift keys perform identical functions. 


'19. The keyboard according to claim 13, wherein at least one of said plurality of shift keys 
constitutes a lower most key in the array. 
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n ^ 20. The keyboard according to claim 13, further comprising: 

a scroll button located directly adjacent at least one of said plurality of shift keys. 
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